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INTRODUCTION  
 
“So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to 
the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean.” 

2nd Kings 5:14  
 
The Old Testament account of Naaman may seem an odd place to start a study 
on the distinctly New Testament doctrine of Baptism, however, the experience of 
Naaman provides us with some critical insight into understanding how God’s 
plan of salvation is affected.   
 
We live in a world obsessed with choices – “have it your way” is more than just 
the motto of Burger King, it’s the anthem of the American Experience.  Self-
assured self-sufficiency is the order of our day!  While personal responsibly is to be 
commended, and even expected, it shouldn’t be confused with sufficiency.  
 
Doing so inevitably leads to the perception that we know what’s in our own best 
interest, even in situations where we don’t.   
 
It’s this idea that brings us to Naaman. Scripture tells us that he was a powerful 
man, a prideful man, and a plagued man. Yet none of these things could wipe 
away the leprosy that ravaged his body. 
 
Through his wife’s servant girl he heard about the Israelite prophet Elisha who 
could heal him. While the aforementioned text indicates that Naaman was 
healed, his healing came neither in the way he expected, nor desired. His 
journey to healing was plagued by “self-inflicted” detours.  
 

1. He went to the wrong man (the King) for help; only Elisha could heal him 
(2nd Kings 5:6). 
 

2. He learned his healing was conditional;(wash seven times in the Jordan) 
he was required to act (2nd Kings 5:10). 
 

3. He lost his temper; (expecting to be a passive party) as a leader of men 
he wasn’t used to being told what to do (2nd Kings 5:11). 
 

4. He wanted his own way; (the Prophet to wave his hand) he was 
convinced by his own wisdom (2nd Kings 5:11). 
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5. He wanted a substitute; (a river of Damascus) he wanted to do it his way 
(2nd Kings 5:12) 

It was only when Naaman submitted to dipping seven times in the Jordan that 
he healed. His healing was affected by his faithful obedience.  
 
The account of Naaman clearly shows us that we must allow God, via his Word 
to either validate or invalidate our beliefs. 
 
Naaman had to learn this, and so do we – consider the application of his story.  
 

1. God is constantly at work to lead people to Himself, no matter how grim 
the circumstances. 
 

2. God uses us, be our position great or small, to be agents of salvation. If 
we’re followers of Jesus, we’re to be “agents of grace,” in a grace 
deficient world.  
 

3. God’s Grace cannot be bought with possessions, power, or position. It’s a 
free gift to us that cost God the life of his Son.  
 

4. God’s Grace is offered on his terms alone. What was true for Naaman is 
equally true for us.  Our salvation is affected by faithful obedience to what 
God requires.  
 

5. God’s Grace is hindered by our perceptions and preconceived notions 
about salvation. The two biggest hurdles being pride and persuasion.  

THE GOSPEL  
 
If one Googles “what is the Gospel?” the query will net more than 130,000,000 
results that often differ from one another in varying degrees.  
 
In some theological circles, there is no distinction drawn between doctrine and 
the Gospel; the two are viewed as synonymous. This position creates the 
untenable requirement that one must obtain a perfect understanding of all 
Scripture in order to be saved. Doctrine is not the Gospel. Though numerous 
doctrines are contained within and set the foundation for the Gospel, the two 
should never be confused.  
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The word Gospel (euangelion) means "good news" and is used to refer to the 
salvational actions of Jesus, i.e. that Jesus died to save sinners. In classical Greek, 
the word denoted a message of victory over a defeated enemy. Where the 
Gospel is concerned, there is no room for disagreement (Acts 4:12).  
 
The word Doctrine (didache) means "teaching" or "discourse." It is related to all 
issues of faith and practice, encompassing the whole scope of Christian 
teaching, as drawn from the Old and New Testaments.  Where doctrine is 
concerned, there is room for diversity. Without it, the unity of all believers, the 
unity that Jesus prayed for (John 17), would be impossible to obtain.  
 
The revealed Word of God in the New Covenant (completed covenant) 
contains two kinds of messages to accomplish two different purposes: One for 
our justification (salvation) and the other for our sanctification (life 
transformation). The Gospel brings man back into fellowship with God, while 
doctrine guides him on the journey.  
 
Gospel – Is that which saves man, and requires a uniformity of belief.  
 
Doctrine – Is that which sanctifies man, and allows for some diversity of opinion. 
 
“The gospel shows us a God far more holy than the legalist can bear (he had to 
die because we could not satisfy his holy demands) and yet far more merciful 
than a humanist can conceive (he had to die because he loved us).” 
 

 Timothy Keller – Center Church 
THE GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVAITON  
 
What must I do to be saved? This is the ultimate question in response to 
humanity’s ultimate need. It was the question asked in response to the first 
presentation of the gospel message (Acts 2:37).  
 
The heading for this section reads “The Gospel Plan of Salvation,” and it’s an 
identification, that while well intentioned, can have unintended consequences. 
The most common and serious of theses being the misguided belief that once 
one has completed the final requirement that individual has reached the end of 
the process of becoming a Christian, when in reality the final step in the process 
isn’t the end, but the beginning.  
 
While there are numerous verses in the New Testament pertaining to an 
individual’s salvation, if we are to truly understand how salvation works we must 
practice proper hermeneutics (Biblical interpretation). We must consider all 
passages pertaining to the topic; and view them together, in light of their  
 
 



	

 
 

5 

BAPTISM 
 
 
 
context. It is then and only then we are free to draw our conclusions. When we 
see what God has to say to us though his Word concerning salvation, we’re 
compelled to make a few crucial observations.   
 
FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING  
 

1. Understand that the Bible tells us that we are sinners.   
 
 "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

 
2. Understand that the Bible tells us that our sin must be paid for.  

 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  

 
3. Understand that the Bible tells us that Christ paid for our sin. 

 
“But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

 
4. Understand that the Bible tells us we accept God's offer of salvation on His 

terms.   
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 
GOD'S TERMS FOR SALVATION  
 
The following are the Words of God, not of man. They indicate man’s proper 
response to God’s free gift of Salvation through the death of Jesus Christ.  
 

1. BELIEVE  
 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

 
2. REPENT  

 
"Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that 
times of refreshing might come from the Lord” (Acts 3:19). 

 
3. CONFESS  

 
"If you confess with your mouth "Jesus is Lord" and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 
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4. BE BAPTIZED 
 
“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

 
5. LIVE A FAITHFUL LIFE 

 
“Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which 
he walked” (1st John 2:6). 

 
SYNECHDOCHE  
 
Though each of the afore mentioned aspects of the plan of salvation are in and 
of themselves individual doctrines, distinct from one another, when it comes to 
our salvation they must necessarily be viewed as a totality. This fact is best 
understood via the Hebrew literary concept known as synecdoche  
[si-nek-duh-kee] “a figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole or the 
whole for a part.”  
 
The process of conversion requires belief, repentance, confession, baptism, and 
faithful living. Each of these terms separately refer to the entire process. So the 
idea is that a New Testament author could write or speak of the entire plan of 
salvation by referring to any one aspect of it. The Biblical authors we’re picking 
and choosing, as if some aspects were more important that others. With this 
perspective the one reading the text would know that the presence of one 
aspect of the plan obviously includes all other aspects.   
 
An understanding of this often-overlooked concept is vital when it comes to 
answering the objections that are often made against the necessity of Baptism 
for salvation.  
 
BAPTISM – THROUGH THE LENS OF SCRIPTURE  
 
Though each of the aforementioned aspects of God’s plan of salvation is 
equally important, special attention must be given to baptism. Why? Because of 
its divisive nature within the Church, no other Bible doctrine has been more 
debated and caused more division than baptism. It has rightly, yet unfortunately, 
been described as “the water that divides.” 
 
During the first 1500 years of church history, there was little, if any, argument over 
the subject, mode, and meaning of Christian baptism. That all changed, 
seemingly overnight, with the writings of one man, Swiss theologian Hulderych  
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Zwingli, who stands third behind Martin Luther and John Calvin in the great trilogy 
of Protestant reformers. Zwingli, in a well-meaning, yet shortsighted move, re-
defined Christian baptism. He transformed it from the defined point in time where 
the Grace of God is applied to the believer, sins are initially forgiven and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit is conveyed, to being nothing more than a “symbolic” gesture, 
an “outward sign of an inward grace” that was the New Testament 
equivalent of the Old Testament right of circumcision. 
  
This new proposition was eagerly embraced by the fledgling Protestant 
movement and served as the genesis of what is known as the “faith only” 
theology of salvation. Though popular, Zwingli’s position is totally foreign to what 
we know of the beliefs and practices of the first century Church, and the Biblical 
texts upon which the doctrine of baptism stands. It’s a theological quandary 
that the Church has been struggling to correct for the past 500 years.  
  
The following are the Words of God, not of man regarding Baptism. 
 
What Scripture says about the ORIGIN of Baptism  
 

1. The example of Jesus  
 
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him” (Matthew 3:13). 

 
2. The command of Jesus  

 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”  
(Matthew 28:19). 
 

3. The command of Peter  
 
“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 

4. The command to Saul  
 
“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away 
your sins, calling on his name.” (Acts 22:16). 
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What Scripture says about the CANDIDATE for Baptism  
 

1. One who hears the Gospel  
 
“Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, 
together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians 
hearing Paul believed and were baptized” (Acts 18:8). 
 

2. One who believes the Gospel  
 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). 
 

3. One who repents of his/her sins  
 
“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 

4. One who confesses Christ  
 
“So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). 

 
What Scripture says about the FORM of Baptism  
 

1. Requires much water  
 
“John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was 
plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized”  
(John 3:23). 
 

2. Requires going to the water  
 
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him” (Matthew 3:13). 
 

3. Requires being immersed in the water  
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“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 

4. Requires death, burial, and resurrection  
 
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might walk in newness of life”(Romans 6:4). 

 
What Scripture says about the PURPOSE of Baptism  
 

1. To start a new life  
 
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might walk in newness of life”(Romans 6:4). 
 

2. To put on Christ  
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” 
(Galatians 3:27). 
 

3. To enter the Kingdom  
 
“Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”(John 3:5). 
 

4. To apply the blood of Jesus 
 
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? ”(Romans 6:3). 
 

5. To receive forgiveness of sins  
 
“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away 
your sins, calling on his name”(Acts 22:16).  
 

6. To receive the Holy Spirit  
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“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 

7. To provide salvation  
 
“Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal 
of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1st Peter 3:21). 

 
“The idea of an unbaptized Christian is simply not entertained in the New 
Testament.” 

F.F. Bruce – Commentary on Acts 
 
THE WORD BAPTISM  
 
The New Testament was originally written in Greek, and the Old Testament was 
originally written in Hebrew and Aramaic. To have scriptures in our own language 
required the work of teams of translators working for years to translate the 
original text into our own.  
 
Occasionally, in both the Old and New Testaments the situation arises where 
there is not a specific corresponding word in English for a word in the original 
language. In such cases the translators simply get as close as they can, and if 
necessary they transliterate (Anglicize) the word. Some examples are Amen, 
Apostle, and Angel.  
 
From the earliest days of translating the Bible into English the decision was made 
on the part of the translators to transliterate the word βαπτίζω (baptizó). This 
decision was done, not out of a lack of a suitable word in English, but for 
theological/doctrinal reasons.  
 
In some Christian denominations Baptism is administered by sprinkling, while in 
others it’s administered by immersion. By transliterating the word βαπτίζω 
(baptizó) instead of translating it into its perfectly suitable parallel – immersion the 
translators allowed for the word to be defined in accordance with ones own 
tradition, instead of maintaining fidelity to the text. There is only one translation of 
the New Testament that accurately translates βαπτίζω (baptizó), “The Living 
Oracles,”(1826) by Alexander Campbell.  
 
 
 
 

ῥαντίζω (rhantizó) – Sprinkle  �  βαπτίζω (baptizó) – Immerse 
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SPRINKLING AS BAPTISM  
 
As was previously stated, in some Christian denominations Baptism is 
administered by sprinkling, while in others it’s administered by immersion. Every 
time the word Baptism shows up in the New Testament it is the word βαπτίζω 
(baptizó) – immersion. So if the word means immersion, where did the idea of 
sprinkling as a mode of baptism come from? The simple answer is that it was 
instated as an “exception,” and was eventually embraced as the “rule.”  
 
In 753 AD the monks in Cressy, France inquired of Pope Stephen II if it would be 
acceptable to pour/sprinkle water on the subject of Baptism if there was an 
inadequate amount of water available for immersion. The Pope responded in 
the affirmative, but indicated that it was acceptable only in cases of extreme 
necessity.  
 
Over time, what had been instituted as a function of necessity slowly became 
accepted as the norm. In 1311 AD at the Council of Ravenna, it was declared by 
the Roman Catholic Church that immersion and sprinkling were equivalent. 
 
Baptism by sprinkling is not a form of Biblical Baptism; it is a manmade 
modification. While introduced with the best of intentions, it is completely absent 
from the sanction and authority of Scripture, and thus must rightfully be rejected 
as a valid form of Baptism.  
 
INFANT BAPTSIM  
 
While there are some scant references to infant baptism (paedobaptism) in the 
writings of the early church fathers such as Irenaeus (affirm) and Tertullian (deny) 
it wasn’t until the very end of the 3rd Century AD (age of Constantine) that infant 
baptism became an accepted practice within the church.  
 
Its acceptance is directly related to the advent of the doctrine of “Total Heredity 
Depravity”(the T in T.U.L.I.P.) the idea that we are born sinners straight from the 
womb. With the church’s belief that Baptism is required for salvation, the logical 
response to the doctrine of Total Heredity Depravity is infant Baptism – if infants 
are born sinners, they need salvation, and if they need salvation we “must” 
baptize them.  
 
The problem with this position is that children are not born sinners, for a child 
cannot sin if he/she is unaware of what sin is. Scripture also tells us that we are 
responsible for no ones sin except our own (Ezekiel 18:20).  
 
It should also be noted that the candidate for Baptism must believe, repent, and 
confess Christ as Lord prior to his/her baptism. These are things infants cannot do.  
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OBJECTIONS TO THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM  
 
With all the confusion that has shrouded Baptism for the past 500 + years, it’s no 
surprise that objections are raised any time the necessity of Baptism for salvation 
is presented. The following are some of the most common objections.  
 

1. Baptism is a Work 
 
This is the “granddaddy” of all objections raised against the necessity of 
Baptism for salvation. The idea goes back to Zwingli and states that we 
are saved by “faith alone,” and anything beyond “faith” (mental ascent) 
is a work, and therefore not required for salvation.  
 
This position is wrong for two primary reasons, the first deals with the 
definition of “work” and the second deals with the definition of “faith.”  
 
What is a work? Those who believe Baptism to be a work typically define it 
as “something that we do.” While this is indeed a definition of a “work” it is 
not the definition of the type of work that Baptism is.  
 
The New Testament mentions at least four kinds of works:  
 

a. Works of the Law of Moses (Galatians 2:16; Romans 3:20). 
 
b. Works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). 
 
c. Works of merit (Titus 3:4-7). 
 
d. Works required and approved by God (James 2:14-24).  

 
Though often thought to belong in the third category (c) Baptism actually 
belongs in the fourth category (d). These works are ones where man 
completes an action, and God brings about the change. If no change 
happens to us in Baptism “we’re just getting wet!” (1st Peter 3:21). 
 
“For to be baptized in the name of God is to be baptized not by men, but 
by God Himself…Baptism, however, is not our work, but God's.”  
 

Martin Luther – Larger Catechism  
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“For it is his will that all who have believed be baptized for the remission of 
sins. Hence those who have thought that baptism is nothing else than the 
badge and mark by which we profess our religion before men, in the 
same way as soldiers attest their profession by bearing the insignia of their 
commander, have not attended to what was the principal thing in 
baptism; and this is, that we are to receive it in connection with the 
promise, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,”  
(Mark 16:16).” 

John Calvin – Institutes of the Christian Religion 
 

It should also be pointed out that if one defines a work as “something we 
do,” then logically faith, repentance, and confession must also be 
removed from the list of those things necessary for salvation, for they are 
all things that “we do.” In fact, Baptism is the one item on the list that we 
“don’t do,” it’s something that’s done “to us.”   
 
We’ve asked, “what is a work?” Now we ask, “what is faith?”  
 
Often when confronted with that question we immediately turn to 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” While it may appear to be a definition of 
faith, the text is, in fact an “example” of what faith does.  
 
We might offer as a definition of faith the one suggested by E.J. Carnell,  
 
“Faith is whole-souled trust in God’s word as true because of the 
sufficiency of the evidence.”  
 
In both the Old Testament and the New Testament faith in its purest form is 
“mans reaction” to “God’s action” on his behalf; in other words faith is 
“doing what God says.” Consider these three English words, all related to 
one another, yet different.  
 
Faith – The image of confidence – the opposite of fear and doubt 
(Hebrews 11:1).  
 
Belief  - The image of intellectual ascent – because we think something is 
true (John 3:16).  
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Trust – The image of corresponding action – our response to God’s action 
on our behalf (Acts 8:37-38).  
 
Though different in the English language, the three aforementioned  
words are a translation of a “single” Greek word πιστεύω (pisteuó).  
 
Faith for the vast majority of Christianity is limited to the idea of “mental 
assent,” “I think that it’s true.” However when we look at the text of the 
Bible we see that faith is “mental assent”+ “corresponding action.” 
Scripture not only knows nothing of “actionless” faith, it in fact roundly 
condemns such a view (James 2:17).  
 
It must also be pointed out that “Sola Fide” (faith alone) the rallying cry of 
the Protestant Reformation “never” appears in the Bible. Martin Luther’s 
grand epiphany about Justification “…but the righteous shall live by his 
faith” (Habakkuk 2:4) doesn’t include the word “alone,” Luther and his 
contemporaries (Calvin/Zwingli etc.) simply read the word “alone” into 
the text.  
 

2. The Thief on the Cross, Household of Cornelius, and Saul were saved 
without Baptism  
 
Another objection raised by those who oppose the idea of Baptism being 
essential for salvation are three instances in the Bible where people were 
seemingly saved without or prior to Baptism.  
 
The Thief on the Cross – (Luke 23:42-43) While this is an amazing story of life 
transformation, of salvation while standing on death’s door, this man was 
saved in a way that we “cannot” be saved. Why? Because we today are 
living under, and bound to, the salvation requirements set forth under the 
New Covenant. When Jesus saved the penitent Thief, He was still alive and 
the Old Covenant was still in full effect – Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
had yet to be instituted; for this man it wouldn’t and couldn’t have been 
required.  
 
The Household of Cornelius – (Acts 10:1-48) The Gentiles coming to faith in 
Christ is one of the most exciting events recorded in the New Testament. It 
is also claimed by those who reject Baptism as being essential for salvation 
that Cornelius and his family were saved prior to their Baptism.  
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The basis for this claim is that the Holy Sprit fell upon Cornelius and his 
family before they were baptized, thus they were saved prior to their 
baptism.  
 
The problem with this position is two-fold. First, the outpouring of the Holy 
Sprit that occurred with Cornelius and his family was not the “Indwelling” 
of the Holy Spirit that we receive at the time of our Baptism. This was an 
example of the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit,” which while an act of the Holy 
Spirit is distinctly different from the Indwelling of the Holy Sprit. The Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit only appears on a handful of occasions in Scripture.  
 
This act of the Holy Sprit occurred, not to show that Cornelius and his 
family were saved, but to show the Jews that were present that the 
Gospel was for all people, both Jews and Gentiles.  
 
Second, Cornelius and his family couldn’t have been saved at the point 
that they received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit because at that point 
they hadn’t yet heard the Gospel. One cannot believe something if they 
haven’t yet heard it.  It was only after Peter had preached the Gospel to 
them, and commanded them to be baptized, that they were saved.  
 
Saul on the Road To Damascus – (Acts 9: 1-19) The conversion of Saul is 
the unlikeliest conversion story in the entire Bible. Saul is a fanatical Jewish 
leader dedicated to eradicating the Christians. God however, has a 
different idea. Intercepting him face-to-face on the road to Damascus 
Jesus shows Saul who he is, and it changes his life forever.  
 
It is argued by those who reject Baptism as being essential for salvation 
that Saul was saved on the road to Damascus, days prior to his Baptism.  
Of all the arguments that arise from the conversion accounts, this one is 
the weakest.  
 
A cursory reading of the text shows that Saul wasn’t saved on the road. His 
salvation came after a three-day stint of blindness. During that time he 
grappled with what to do with Jesus, neither eating nor drinking anything.   
 
It was only after Ananias came to him and restored his sight do we see 
Saul being saved – “Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins” 
(Acts 22:16).  
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3. We are Baptized because We are Saved 
 
This is one of the most common arguments made in response to those that 
advocate that Baptism is essential for salvation. It comes specifically in 
response to the Bible’s seminal passage on Baptism, 
 
“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  
 
The passage itself is a straightforward passage, clearly indicating that 
Baptism is “for” the forgiveness of sins and “for” receiving the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  In an attempt to separate Baptism from salvation the 
argument is made that the word “for” eiv~ (eis) should actually be 
translated “because of” which is one of the translation options for the 
word.  When viewed from this position Baptism isn’t done to save a person, 
it’s done because a person is already saved.  
 
This position is one that is utterly indefensible, on both grammatical and 
theological grounds. While indefensible, it was propagated by two of the 
world’s most brilliant Greek scholars, John A. Broadus and A.T. Robertson, 
and thus has been embraced by the church at large.  
 
We’ll first consider the grammatical issue. While eiv~ (eis) can indeed be 
translated “because of,” it can’t be translated as such in Acts 2:38. Why? 
The choice of the word used in translation is determined by the text 
(words) and context (setting) of the passage. The text and context of  
Acts 2:38 doesn’t allow for eiv~  (eis) to be translated as “because of,” and 
no English translation has ever rendered it as such.  In fact of the 1,773 
occurrences of eiv~ (eis) in the New Testament it never means "because 
of." 
 
Renown Baptist scholar Edgar J. Goodspeed in his translation of the New 
Testament  “An American Translation,” renders Acts 2:38 as, 
 
“Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, in order to have your sins forgiven; then you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
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When questioned about this very un-Baptist translation of the verse 
Goodspeed replied, “I am first a Greek Scholar, and then a theologian.” In 
other words, “if my theology conflicts with the text, then it’s my theology 
that must suffer!”  
 
On the theological side, the problem arises with the fact that in every 
conversion account in Scripture where Baptism is mentioned, it never 
occurs subsequent to salvation, it’s always shown to be an integral part of 
the salvation process.  
 
It should also be noted that if eiv~  (eis) in Acts 2:38 were to be translated 
“because of,” the end of the pericope (section of Scripture) wouldn’t 
make any sense. In Acts 2:40, Peter tells those present to “save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” Why would he have said such a thing if 
they were already saved?  
 

4. Accounts of Conversion where Baptism isn’t Mentioned 
 
The final argument we’ll consider (there are more) made by those who 
reject the role of Baptism in salvation is that there are conversion accounts 
where Baptism isn’t specifically mentioned. Therefore, since Baptism isn’t 
mentioned in every case it must not be necessary for salvation.  
 
While it is true that there are conversion accounts in the New Testament 
(very few) that don’t specifically mention Baptism, its absence has 
absolutely no bearing on it being necessary for salvation. Why?  
 
The answer is the Hebrew literary device synecdoche, in which a part is 
used for the whole or the whole is used for a part. When looking at the 
conversion accounts in Scripture, many of them have individual parts 
missing, some don’t mention belief, while others are missing repentance, 
and still others are missing confession; are we then assume, in light of such 
absence that these things aren’t necessary for salvation – absolutely not!  
 
Having knowledge of synecdoche the one reading the text would know 
that the presence of one aspect of the plan obviously included all other 
aspects.  

Questions? Please contact Jim, http://www.lanechurch.org/preaching-minister-contact.html 
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